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The agrarian changes were spread over a considerable
period of time, and rendered it more possible for those
affected to find alternative means of subsistence. It must
not be assumed that the corn-growing districts where the
textile industries were least developed, and where enclosures
called forth the chief disturbances, were those in which the
movement was necessarily advancing most rapidly. The
greatest outcry came from the Midlands, yet at the close of
the seventeenth century these counties were less enclosed
than many other counties in England 1. We may perhaps
infer that pasture fanning excited most protest where
opportunities of industrial employment were most restricted ;
that on this account the Government was forced to take
more active steps to protect the population, and so the
movement really made less progress here than elsewhere.
Hence the extent of the opposition aroused by enclosures
may serve to measure the tardiness rather than the rapidity
of the agrarian changes; where other sources of livelihood
were rarest, popular clamour would be most insistent and
most effective. Again, there was to all appearances no
appreciable scarcity of corn or other provisions in spite of
the limitation of the corn-growing area. Complaints were
sometimes raised that " all manner of victuals hath been
dear" (1529), and that "sheep and sheep-masters doth cause
scarcity of corn" (1550)2; while a proclamation complained
of the dearth of provisions in 15513. It was also said that
prices had risen ; but apparently this was due to the debase-
ment of the currency. It is probable that the curtailment
of the arable land was balanced by the increased quantity
of crops raised on the enclosed farms where cultivation
was now pursued with more skill and initiative. More-
over, the fortunate succession of favourable seasons4

1 Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, xix. 103. Of Northampton-
shire, * the encloser's county, par excellence J, it was said in 1712 that
" the main body of the country is champaign" (open field) : The Quarterly
Journal of Economics, xviL 595.
3 Ballads from MSS. i. 18 (1529) ; ' 'Certayne Causes", in Four Supplica-
tions, 95 (1550).
3 Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 397.
* A Discourse of the Common Weal, 52.